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History and Development

• Reformed Precedents
• John Calvin, La Forme des Prieres Ecclesiastiques
• John Knox, Form of Prayers, Book of Common Order 



History and Development

• Reformed Precedents
• Directory for Worship

• 1644 Westminster Directory



History and Development

• Reformed Precedents
• Directory for Worship

• 1644 Westminster Directory
• 1789 General Assembly
• 1961/1963 Directories
• 1989 Directory for Worship
• 2017 Revision  

• Analogy: compass and map



History and Development

• Reformed Precedents
• Directory for Worship
• The BCW Tradition

• 1906 Book of Common Worship
• 1932 Book of Common Worship 
• 1946 Book of Common Worship 
• 1970 The Worshipbook 
• 1984–1992 Supplementary 

Liturgical Resources (7 vol.)



History and Development

• Reformed Precedents
• Directory for Worship
• The BCW Tradition

• 1993 Book of Common Worship
• BCW Daily Prayer
• BCW Pastoral Edition 

• 1999 Book of Occasional Services
• 2003 Companion to the BCW



History and Development

This Revision—Why?
• History of Revisions

• 1906 BCW
• 1932 BCW [26 years]
• 1946 BCW [14 years]
• 1970 Worshipbook [24 years]
• 1993 BCW [23 years]
• 2018 BCW [25 years] 



History and Development

This Revision—Why?
• History of Revisions
• Changes in the Church

• Invitation to Christ (2006)
• Glory to God (2013)
• New Worshiping Communities
• Directory for Worship (2017)



History and Development

This Revision—Why?
• History of Revisions
• Changes in the Church
• Changes in the World



History and Development

This Revision—How?
• Collaborative Effort

• PC(USA) Office of  
Theology and Worship

• Presbyterian Association  
of Musicians

• Presbyterian Publishing  
Corporation (WJK)

• Six National Consultations
• Multiple Work Groups 



History and Development

This Revision—How?
• Research (Fall 2015)

• Surveys and Consultations
• Development (Spring 2016)

• Research, Work Groups
• Review (Fall 2016)

• Expert Reviewer Feedback
• Editing and Design (2017)

• Copyediting, Layout
• Production (Spring 2018)

• Print Editions, eBook



History and Development

Specific Proposals for Revision 
• Update hymnal references
• Combine BCW and BOS
• Revised Directory for Worship
• Reflect Sacramental Renewal
• Multicultural, new communities
• Attention to gesture, movement 
• Concise, evocative language
• Inclusive marriage service
• Streamlined, easier to use 



History and Development

Guiding Principles
• Form and Freedom
• Reformed Emphases
• Ecumenical Concerns
• Local and Universal
• “Common”—for all



History and Development

Questions and Discussion



Contents and Organization



Contents and Organization

• Preface  
 

[A: Sundays and Festivals]
• The Lord’s Day
• The Christian Year
• Baptism and Reaffirmation  

[B: Ministry and Mission]
• Ministry in the Church
• Mission in the World
• Dedication

[C: Passages in Human Life]
• Marriage 
• Healing and Wholeness
• Death and Resurrection  

[D: Prayer in Christian Life]
• Daily Prayer 
• Psalms and Canticles
• Ancient and Classic Prayers  

• Lectionaries, Calendars, Indexes

2018 Book of Common Worship Table of Contents 



Contents and Organization

Structure of Each Section
• Commentary

• New Feature in the 2018 BCW
• Theological, Historical, Pastoral, Practical

• Services
• Simplified, Streamlined
• Complete Orders of Worship 

• Sourcebook
• More Robust, More Options
• Scripture and Hymn Suggestions
• Additional Texts
• Prayers for Various Occasions



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day
• Commentary 

• Worship on the Lord’s Day (pp. 3–12)
• Services

• Preparation for Worship (pp. 13–17)
• Service for the Lord’s Day (pp. 18–30)
• Variations in the Order of Worship (pp. 31–32)
• Bilingual Service: Spanish/English (pp. 33–53)

• Sourcebook
• Additional Texts (pp. 54–156)



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day + Additional Texts
Gathering 1993 2018
• Opening Sentences 10 (10+0) 15 (3+12)
• Gathering Prayer 5 (5+0) 5 (2+3)  
• Call to Confession 3 (3+0) 10 (3+7)
• Prayer of Confession 11 (4+7) 14 (2+12)
• Declaration of Forgiveness 3 (3+0) 9 (2+7)
• Law / Call to Faithfulness 2 (2+0) 7 (1+6)
• The Peace 1 (1+0) 4 (0+4)



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day + Additional Texts
Word 1993 2018
• Prayer for Illumination 11 (4+7) 13 (1+12)
• Before/After Readings 2 (2+0) 9 (2+7)
• Ascription of Praise 8 (3+5) 9 (1+8)
• Invitation to Discipleship 5 (0+5) 9 (1+8)
• Thanksgiving for Baptism 0 (0+0) 8 (0+8)
• Affirmation of Faith 7 (2+5) 7 (0+7)
• Prayers of Intercession 9 (0+9) 19 (1+18)
• Commemorations 6 (0+6) 5 (0+5)
• Concluding Collects 8 (0+8) 7 (1+6)  *
• The Peace 1 (1+0) 6 (0+6)
 

prayer deleted for copyright reasons *



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day + Additional Texts
Eucharist 1993 2018
• Offering 6 (6+0) 11 (2+9)
• Prayer of Dedication 2 (2+0) 1 (1+0)  **
• Invitation to the Lord’s Table 4 (2+2) 9 (1+8)
• Great Thanksgiving 10 (1+9) 17 (1+16)
• Breaking of the Bread 2 (2+0) 5 (1+4)
• Prayer after Communion 11 (5+6) 19 (2+17) 
• Prayer of Thanksgiving 5 (3+2) 4 (0+4)   * 

prayer deleted for copyright reasons *  
two prayers consolidated into one **



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day + Additional Texts
Sending 1993 2018  
• Blessing 8 (2+4) 17 (2+15)
• Charge 9 (3+6) 19 (3+16)



Contents and Organization

Preface (xi–xxxiv)
• The Book of Common Worship
• How to Use This Book
• Key to Symbols and Abbreviations
• Common Words and Actions  

(English, Spanish, and Korean)
• Service Books in the Reformed  

Tradition
• Contributors: A Great Cloud of  

Witnesses 



Contents and Organization

The Lord’s Day (1–156)
• Commentary
• Preparation for Worship
• Service for the Lord’s Day
• Variations in the Order of Worship
• Bilingual Service (Spanish and English)
• Additional Texts



Contents and Organization

The Christian Year (157–400) 1/3
• Commentary
• The Season of Advent

Sundays of Advent  
Las Posadas 
Lessons and Carols

• The Season of Christmas
Nativity of the Lord 
Sundays of Christmas 
Epiphany of the Lord

• The Time after Epiphany
Baptism of the Lord 
Sundays after Epiphany  
Transfiguration of the Lord



Contents and Organization

The Christian Year (157–400) 2/3
• The Season of Lent

Ash Wednesday  
Sundays in Lent  
Palm/Passion Sunday

• The Three Days
Maundy Thursday  
Good Friday  
The Great Vigil of Easter

• Additional Texts for Holy Week
Seven Last Words  
Tenebrae Service



Contents and Organization

The Christian Year (157–400) 3/3
• The Season of Easter

Resurrection of the Lord  
Sundays of Easter  
Ascension of the Lord  
Day of Pentecost 

• The Time after Pentecost
Trinity Sunday  
Sundays after Pentecost  
All Saints’ Day  
Christ the King/Reign of Christ



Contents and Organization

Baptism and Reaffirmation (401–454)
• Commentary
• Baptism

The Sacrament of Baptism 
El sacramento del Bautismo

• Reaffirmation of Baptism
Profession of Faith (Confirmation)  
Baptism and Profession of Faith Combined  
Reception of New Members 
Recepción de nuevos/as miembros  
Blessing of Departing Members  
Reaffirmation of Baptism for a Congregation  
Reaffirmation of Baptism and Eucharist

• Additional Texts



Contents and Organization

Ministry in the Church (455–556) 1/2
• Ordination and Installation

Commentary
Service of Ordination [and Installation]
Culto de ordenación [e instalación]
Receiving a Candidate under Care
Recognition of a Certified Christian Educator
Commissioning a Ruling Elder to Pastoral Service  
Installation of Council Leaders and Staff  
Additional Texts

• Commissioning to Service
Commentary
Services of Commissioning  

Within a Congregation, Outside a Congregation,  
Delegates to a Council

Additional Texts



Contents and Organization

Ministry in the Church (455–556) 2/2
• Conclusion of Service 

Commentary
Thanksgiving for Faithful Service  
Dissolution of a Pastoral Call  
Recognition of a Pastor’s Retirement  
Additional Texts 

• Occasions in the Life of  
a Congregation

Commentary
Constituting a Congregation 
Celebrating a Congregational Anniversary  
Uniting Congregations by a Presbytery  
Vacating a Church Building  
Dissolving a Congregation 
Additional Texts



Contents and Organization

Mission in the World (557–644) 1/2
• Creation and Ecology

Commentary
Service for the Care of Creation  
Blessing of the Animals  
Prayers after a Natural Disaster  
Service after a Natural Disaster  
Additional Texts 

• Justice and Reconciliation 
Commentary
Prayers after a Violent Event  
Service after a Violent Event  
Service for Justice and Peace
Additional Texts



Contents and Organization

Mission in the World (557–644) 2/2
• Interreligious Events 

Commentary
Celebrations of Thanksgiving  
Gatherings in Conflict or Crisis  
Praying for Neighbors 
Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Dedications (645–684)
• Commentary
• Dedication of a Church

Commentary  
Groundbreaking  
Laying a Cornerstone  
Dedication of a Church Building and Furnishings  
Dedication of a Place for Sacred Use  
Additional Texts

• Dedication of Other Institutions
Commentary  
Health Care, Education, Community Service  
Additional Texts 

• Dedication of a Home
Commentary, House Blessing, Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Marriage (685–728)
• Commentary
• Service of Marriage
• Culto de matrimonio
• Reaffirmation of Marriage Vows
• Prayer at the End of a Marriage
• Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Healing and Wholeness (729–766)
• Commentary
• Service of Wholeness for a  

Congregation
• Service of Wholeness for an  

Individual
• Extended Communion of the Church
• Communion in the Home or Hospital
• Ministry with the Sick
• Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Death and Resurrection (767–824)
• Commentary
• Prayer at the Time of Death
• Comforting the Bereaved
• Funeral: Witness to the Resurrection

• The Committal
• Funeral: Culto de testimonio  

de la resurrección
• El entierro

• Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Daily Prayer (825–912)
• Commentary
• Vigil of the Resurrection
• Services of Daily Prayer

Evening
Additional Texts

Night  
Morning

Additional Texts
Midday

• Prayers at Mealtime
• Additional Texts 



Contents and Organization

Psalms and Canticles (913–1096)
• Commentary
• Psalm Refrains and Tones
• Psalms 1–150
• Canticles and Ancient Hymns



Contents and Organization

Ancient and Classic Prayers (1097–1136)
• Commentary
• Collects
• Litanies



Contents and Organization

Lectionaries, Calendars, and Indexes (1137–1179)
• Commentary

About the Revised Common Lectionary
About the Two-Year Daily Lectionary

• Table of Lectionary Cycles  
and Major Celebrations

• Calendar of Commemorations
• Acknowledgements
• Scripture Index
• Subject Index



Contents and Organization

Questions and Discussion



New and Notable Features



New and Notable Features

Common Words and Actions



New and Notable Features

Common Words and Actions



New and Notable Features

The Lord’s Day: Bilingual Service 



New and Notable Features

The Christian Year 
Seasons

Commentary
Opening Sentences
Litany and Collect
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Call (3), Confession, Pardon (3)
Prayer for Illumination
Response to Readings (3)
Ascription of Praise
Prayers of Intercession (4)
Invitation to Offering (3)
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Great Thanksgiving (2)
Prayer after Communion (3)
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessing and Charge (3)

Festivals
Commentary
Lectionary Readings
Opening Sentences (3)
Prayer of the Day
Litany and Collect
Call, Confession, Pardon
Prayer for Illumination  
Response to Readings
Prayers of Intercession  
Great Thanksgiving (1 or 2)  
Prayer after Communion  
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sundays
Lectionary Readings
Opening Sentences (3)
Prayers of the Day



New and Notable Features

The Christian Year 
Seasons

Commentary
Opening Sentences
Litany and Collect
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Call (3), Confession, Pardon (3)
Prayer for Illumination
Response to Readings (3)
Ascription of Praise
Prayers of Intercession (4)
Invitation to Offering (3)
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Great Thanksgiving (2)
Prayer after Communion (3)
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessing and Charge (3)

Festivals
Commentary
Lectionary Readings
Opening Sentences (3)
Prayer of the Day
Litany and Collect
Call, Confession, Pardon
Prayer for Illumination  
Response to Readings
Prayers of Intercession  
Great Thanksgiving (1 or 2)  
Prayer after Communion  
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sundays
Lectionary Readings
Opening Sentences (3)
Prayers of the Day



New and Notable Features

The Christian Year: Sundays

What’s new/different? 
• dates added (where possible)
• lectionary readings placed with  

opening sentences and prayers
• all opening sentences arranged for  

responsive reading (non-bold/bold)
• prayers of the day reduced from  

three to one per Sunday 



New and Notable Features

The Christian Year: Other New Services
• Las Posadas
• Lessons and Carols
• Seven Last Words
• Tenebrae Service



New and Notable Features

Baptism and Reaffirmation



New and Notable Features

Ministry in the Church



New and Notable Features

Mission in the World



New and Notable Features

Dedications



New and Notable Features

Marriage



New and Notable Features

Healing and Wholeness



New and Notable Features

Death and Resurrection



New and Notable Features

Daily Prayer



New and Notable Features

Psalms and Canticles



New and Notable Features

Ancient and Classic Prayers



New and Notable Features

Calendar of Commemorations



New and Notable Features

Scripture and Subject Indexes



New and Notable Features

Questions and Discussion



Creative and Effective Use



Creative and Effective Use

This 2018 edition of the Book of Common Worship is offered to 
the church with our historic appreciation of form and 
freedom. The original 1906 Book of Common Worship 
began with an essay, “Concerning the Use of This Book.” As 
the opening words of that essay established:  

None of the forms of service in this book are intended to
be in any sense obligatory; but where a given order is 
voluntarily used it will promote unity and the general 
convenience if the parts are followed as here arranged.



Creative and Effective Use

Similarly, this edition presents a carefully edited, 
prayerfully commended collection of resources—
simultaneously ancient and contemporary, reformed and 
ecumenical—all for the glory of God and the good of God’s 
people.

Yet this volume, like previous editions, is intended 
to be much more than a collection of resources. It 
represents an ethos of Christian community, bathed in the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. It reflects a fervent hope for the
ongoing reform and renewal of the church, nourished by 
Jesus Christ. Above all, it seeks to respond with gratitude 
to the good news of God’s grace.



Creative and Effective Use

Here are a few guidelines for the use of this book:  

• Let the structures of the services and forms of prayer in 
this volume shape the established patterns and practices of 
worship in your congregation. They convey a wealth of 
theological and pastoral wisdom, generations of work on 
the reform of worship, and countless conversations with 
contemporary practitioners.  
• Allow your own pastoral wisdom and local experience to 
inform how these liturgies come to life in your 
congregation. This is about learning and being transformed 
by deep patterns, not following a book of rules.



Creative and Effective Use

• Prepare for worship leadership just as you might prepare 
to preach a sermon. Study the services and pray the 
prayers beforehand, so you will be able worship in spirit 
and truth even as you lead the people of God in worship.  
• Seek to understand the deep structure of the liturgy—the 
major movements, the highlights, the key points—just as a 
conductor would learn a musical score. Internalize the 
rhythms, analyze the harmonies and dissonances, and be 
sure to know the main theme by heart.



Creative and Effective Use

• Don’t just read these texts; pray them with passion and 
sincerity. Don’t just perform these services; embody them 
with (in the words of the ordination liturgy) “energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love.” Authentic and living 
liturgy is not the mere recitation or performance of words 
and actions as prescribed on a page. It is prayerfully 
enacted service to God in the context of the body of
Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit.



Creative and Effective Use

• Some users of this book may feel most comfortable 
staying close to the texts and rubrics provided in this 
volume. To these readers, we say: Use these words and 
actions with as much grace as you can to offer the good 
news of Jesus Christ to the people of God.
• Other users may find inspiration in these texts and 
rubrics to create other words and actions. To these readers, 
we say: Use the commentary, outlines, descriptions of 
prayers, and rubrics to spark and refine your creativity as 
you are led by the Holy Spirit.



Creative and Effective Use

There is buried treasure in this book, an inheritance that 
Christians have carried along and passed down for 
generations—not just texts and services, but a “liturgical 
theology,” a living faith embodied in worship. Spend some 
time exploring this volume so you’ll know what’s here and 
be prepared to draw from it when called upon to lead the 
church in worship.



Creative and Effective Use

Questions and Discussion



Introducing the 2018  
Book of Common Worship 

Presbytery Resource Day, April 14  
Bedford, New Hampshire


