Minutes Presbytery of Boston Council
January 23, 2020

The council met via Adobe Connect.
Attendance:

David Dorer (Moderator), Sarah Hathaway, Katie Cole, Su Young Kim, Katie Cole, Kristin
Rinehimer, Mark Wells, Thatcher Freeborn

Non-voting: T. J. DeMarco (Stated Clerk), Andy Parmelee (Treasurer),
Guest: Eric Markman to speak to Grant Request

Convene

The meeting opened with prayer at 7:05 PM. The council approved the minutes from its
previous meeting on November 21, 2019. The Council approved the agenda submitted in
advance of the meeting by the moderator.

Review of Grant Request from Mandarin Bible Study Fellowship

This grant request located in Appendix A of these minutes were submitted to the council in
advance of the meeting for review. Eric Markman joined the council for this portion of the
meeting to explain the nature of the Bible Study and answer questions.

The council approved the request to disburse $23,000 to the Mandarin Bible Study fellowship
to be disbursed from funds managed by the Presbytery Trustees at the discretion of the

Presbytery trustees.

The council endorsed the grant request from the Mandarin Bible Study to the Synod of the
Northeast.

Treasurer Report
By: Andy Parmelee

The treasurer submitted financial reports in advance of the meeting.

Budget Task Force



At its previous meeting, the council asked members to speak with congregations about their
experience of the Presbytery. Members were charged with asking two questions:

What are your expectations of Presbytery?
What do you wish your congregation could outsource?

Katie Cole reported that she spoke to the session of Fourth Presbyterian Church and they feel
grateful to the Presbytery for past support but are unclear about what the relationship should

look now.

The moderator invited members to consider potential follow-up questions if sessions are
unsure about how to answer either of these questions.

Follow-up Discussion on Meeting with Paul Grier of the Presbyterian
Foundation

The council reviewed the conversation with Paul Grier and discussed the following possibilities:
e How can the communications coordinator help support communicating how Presbytery
supports congregations and ministers?
e We could try an exercise where we review our mission statement and think about
specific ways in which we fulfill it.

Nominating Committee

Council directed the moderator to ask several Presbytery members to consider serving on the
Nominating Committee

Stated Clerk
By: T.J. DeMarco

The Stated Clerk submitted the draft agenda for the next Presbytery meeting and the council
provided input.

The Stated Clerk reported that the Needham Administrative Commission has begun its work.
The Commission needs one more member at this time.
Resource Presbyter

By: Cindy Kohlmann

The Resource Presbyter was unable to attend, but submitted the following report in writing:



Report to Council
Resource Presbyter
January 22, 2020

Marvy thanks to KOB for hoafing an incredible mesting. | was great having bo
Diiane and Vikmare present, and the response 1o the Matthew 25 nvitation has
bseert strong. 1l say mors aboul that below,

Mareh 7]
Locking shaad 1o March, Pve nvited Brycs Wisbe from tha Dffice of Mission
1 o b the Presbyleny mesting bo talk sbout the
Dfferings of the PCIUSA) and help cormect mare of our churches 1o the mission
we're daing rationally and interrationally. Ellle Johna-Kelkey from the
Presbytertan Foundation will also join us. If we can work It inte the agenda, 1"
lierves e Bam barth b lave up te hall an hour sach, In a churk of tme that wil

Tiaciss o genemelty and graiitude,

Birycs is also interestd in dolng a pre-presbylery program. 'l get mons detalls
fram him on the corbent and contact the host church, I thens ans no

resarvations.

Beother apecial guest for the March messting will be eorming froer the EROCA
Group I Wiorosater, wh has recelved a Self Develaprment of Peopls Grant from
e PCYLISA). T Krstvarss pracores bt thsie erinsrtry, But sines we as a
denamination support It | theught i weuld be goad to hear a “mission repor”
fraar o meslghbers.

Matihisw 25
Thoes responss to the Matthew 25 invitation has bee strong. I working with Ben
b ke sure thal resources are regularly highlighted in the e-connections. As of
tewdary, January 22, four congregations in the Prestytery have signed Up &s
Matthew 25 churehes: KCB, Raxbury, Burlington, and Chureh of the Covenant. |

knew other congragations am in the process of discussing . Thers's a frea
Leren study resourcs connected with this initlative, and 1"vwe heard good
feadback about i as well.

Pastors’ Bitraal
1 went ave Hime 1o really work on tis untl afer Jure, Bt |ave & growing
sanss that the pastons of our congregations, and many of thoss in validated
ririkstry as well, could use an opportunity for encouragement and renewal. M'd
fiks b start kxying the groundwork for such an event, probably in the summer,
perhaps o ncude both Preshyten’s.



Pt Paopk’s Carnpaian
The Poor People’s Campaign, 8 movemant supporied by the Prestylsdan
Chureh, has announced a march on Washington D.C. te call for & morsl revival
and Poor People’s Asserribly. This rarch will be an June 20, 2000 with the
asserribly o follow that week. That s the same day as the apening of aur 2241h
General Asseribly in Baltimore, and plans e belng discussed 1o find ways to
connect our work Iogether s the PCILSA] with the march and sssembly in DG,
You ean laarn mors hem: hitpewws. pocrpeoplescampaign o
There is & mesting February 5 in Greenfisld, MA 2t T pm.

Service &8 Co-Modersior
Wit aibout five moths to g, M continuing te erjey the apparturities to travel
ard s the chirch at work scross the courdry and around e works, Thank
you &0 much for your suppant and encouragement in this time. | truly could nat
dhis this without all the ways you have bean chesring me on. Hers ks my travel
scheduls from now until our March Presbybery mesting:

January 23-26: Prisbyteries of de Cristo and Grand Canyon, AZ
Janusry 27-26: Presbytery of Genesses Valley, NY

January 23-30: Association of Presbyiaan ChrisSan Educatons, AR
January 31-Fabruary 5: Synod of Cuba

February 12-14: Presbyierdlan Mission Agency Board/Cormemittes on the Ofice
ol the General Assernbly, Balimers

Fsbeuiary 10-23: Prestyiesy of Tarnga Bay

Mareh 2-5: Genaral Assernbly 224 Laadership Selection, Loulsille

Personsl
March 5 marks one year sincs wa maved iy Mo irbo memary care in Oak
Hirtber, Washinglon. Ir asa®ion 1o my travel as co-rnoderator, e also treled
several times over the past yeer o spend time with my Mom and Dad. The
eRation has mostly nommalized, and so e Been gaing out less frequartly, but
will profabily coninue to visit and work remotsly sbout once a quarter, The next
time | oo s will B the st weest of February, the 24h-26th. Thank you sgain

fox kessping iy farrilly i your prayers.

Budget Task Force

The budget task force will need to present a motion at the March meeting on how to cover the
budget from March through September for 2020 budget.

The budget task force should meet between now and the next council meeting and report at
the next council meeting.



Committee on Ministry
No report.

Committee on Preparation for Ministry

Kristin Rinehimer reported that CPM has received Nathan Leach as an Inquirer. He is a member
at Hyde Park. They plan to meet with JY Lee from Fourth Presbyterian in February.

The committee has an email address:
bostonprescom@gmail.com

Mission and Congregations

Katie Cole reported that the committee is working toward creating a gathering for each month
when there is not a Presbytery meeting.

Trustees

The trustees submitted their minutes to the council. The investment sub-committee continues
to work on divestment from fossil fuels and have been in dialogue with Rob Mark on this. The

trustees as well as the investment sub-committee are considering how to create an endowment
fund and will have a report on this work soon.

Nominating Committee

Meagan Manas has accepted a nomination to the trustees. There are currently 5 vacancies on
COM and the committee is working to staff this committee. There is 1 vacancy on the
Permanent Judicial Commission.

Adjourn
Katie Cole closed the meeting with prayer at 8:30 PM.



Appendix A: Grant Request from Mandarin Bible Study Fellowship

The Preabrytary of Boston
Commities on Congregation Sepport and Dovelopmant
Application for Congregation Suppert & Developownt Fands

Today” date: Decamber 17, 2019
Nams of Applicant: Yan Wang
Addrass: 126 Atlantic Streat, Cuimcy, 02171
Phone: 617 283 436
Email: yancleanEgmadl com
Churreh Mame: N
Church Phome: NOA
Name of Project: Mandarin Bible Smdy Fellowrdip
Has your church emderzed if?
The Preshbytury of Boston has commivsioned Yan Wang to the misistry and fo sarve as its

H yes, date? Septeznber 23, 2019

Briefly describe the project, its goals and how yeur asticipation in this event mest: the
priorities Exeed above (if applicable).

mmﬂﬁswmﬁmnum pospal community in Mot
Quincy, MA Ammng the growing Mandarin-speaking Chinee population in this arua, Yan Wang,
hpi'htmmﬂ.mspnmuﬂmm-ﬂ.mmwgm Since the ministry
sierted om Fuby 5, Yam is gathering Chinese immigrents, sindents, 2nd scholars to his home
weakly for shared meals, Bibls study, and fellowship, On Sepwmber 23, 2019, the Preshbytery of
Boston comneissioned Yen Wang to sarve s its mnisiry leader, with the local Fimt Preshytsrian
Church Cruincy as bis ministry sponscr

Tha goal of the mizistry is for this Bibla stady fellowship to grow into a Mandarin-
speaking Proshytesian church As the group growrs, when 5-§ familics regelardy attend, the
falloarship will start o womnhip at the local Fast Proshyterian Clmreh Cmincy and propars itself
fo join PCUSA



Describe iz as specific a way az passible how these grant funds will be wsed to suppert the
preject.

Ministry lsadar's salary $26,000 azmmalky

Sharing restal of howsing: $10,800 azmally

Grocsriss for Friday meals: 14,680 anzually

Aids to travals to Bibls smay- £1,000 annulby

Chinasa Biklos and study matariak: $400 anmmally

Fess om cofies, f6a, and dim sam- 51,200

Annel outdoer activity for the fillowship: $300

Two-day anzaal retrast for key families and pasticipasts in Mew Hapspehize: 3,000

Oiffica Suppliss: £300

Annel mm torl 357,380

Pleaze indicaie plans for continmed fundizg if thiz project iz to contimne bevend the scope of
s fumding.

Tha requected fimding of 12,3000 is o cover the miwistry axpansas for 2020, Dring the
year, as Mandarin Bible sindy followship praduslly mcorpomaies mome wonbipping inbo its
weakly gatharmgs on Fridays, it will apply for the New Wonhiping Communities Seed Grant.
When the ministry contismes into the year of 2021, it will ba eligible to apply for the Newr
Worshiping Communities Imestment Grant and Grows Grant to fund its feture development.

Describe briefly the process that will be employed o evaluate the use of the fonds being
requested, and io azsure the proper acosumtabality.
The First United Fresbyterian Church m Cambridge will recsive the fonds and
them into 3 separate account for the Mandarin Bible Smdy Fallowship. Any withdrwal fom the
will ba Srst roviewsd by Elder Jokm Shme. Cnly with his approval, the Treasurar of the
church will issue checks to compensate the pxnistry expenves.

‘With the mizistry leader Yan Wang, Pastor Drow Hamson of the Fimt Preskytesian Church
Quincy reviews the Bible stady’s Sxnancial report monthly. He will go through all the mxintsiry
axpanditures covered by the fonds to ensume Siey 2re properdy used



Total costs of Project (Registation fees, ransp i 47,380
moom & boand, if applicable, sic.)

Ammnt Esquosted (ranmct exread 308 of total cost): £23,000
Oher Sourcas of ing availabls to describa)

1. 'Ilp_S:.-n.nclafﬂ:_nthu awarded the

‘ministry Emerging Goapal Commemity Grant of
£15500 for the year of 2019, The ministry is aligible

fior 2020
2. Meow Wonhiping Comsmmities Seed Grant $7500

3.

How will you proceed if thiz funding request iz demied?

The ministry losder ‘s home chorch and ofher church comermities have besn sapportive
of the Mandarin Biblo Smay Fellownbdp oven sinco it started in Faly 2019, I deomicd of this
funding, the mindctry leader wrill do fomdraismg ansong this churches and his Chinees commuedty
in Bowton.

To whom should the famds be directed?

Tha funds thould be directed to the mxinictry losder's home cherch: Fimt United

Preshrytorisn Cherch in Camberidgs.
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